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2What is a Campus Plan?

• Colleges and universities located in residential zones are subject to "Campus Plan" 
provisions of the DC Zoning Regulations (DCMR Subtitle X Section 101.1)

• Zoning Regulations require universities to periodically develop Campus Plans for 
review and approval by the DC Zoning Commission to address University, community, 
and District priorities
o Campus Plan approval term traditionally 10-year terms; GW 2007 and GU 2017 Plans have 20-year 

terms; Catholic 2012 Plan has 15-year term

• Campus Plan special exception approval process is aimed at  ensuring that impacts on 
surrounding residential neighborhoods are effectively managed

• Further Processing approval from the Zoning Commission is required for each 
development project or change in use identified in an approved Campus Plan

• Campus Plan amendments and modifications are permitted pursuant to rules set forth 
in regulations

Zoning Requirement for Colleges and Universities in Washington DC
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3What Does a Campus Plan Address?

• Pursuant to the DC Zoning Regulations, Campus Plans address a wide range of uses and 
activities on campus, including the following key considerations:

o Student Enrollment and Campus Populations 
o Proposed Development and Campus Character
o Student Housing and On-Campus Life
o Neighborhood Quality of Life Issues
o Transportation and Parking

Evaluates long-term plans for a campus in the context of its surrounding neighborhoods
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42007 Plan: Shared Benefits
Campus, Community, & The District

The 2007 Foggy Bottom Campus Plan enabled GW to provide lasting benefits not 
only on the campus but also for the adjacent neighborhoods and DC as a whole:

• Develop Square 54 (former GW Hospital site) into a dynamic mixed-use town center 
(The Avenue & 2200 Pennsylvania Avenue) specially designed to accommodate a 
grocery store (Whole Foods) and create a vibrant retail corridor along Eye Street 
from the Foggy Bottom-GWU Metro station to the Shops at 2000 Penn.

• The Streetscape Plan provides a framework for the location and use of materials in 
public space, such as plantings, light fixtures, street furniture, signage, and public art to 
create a “sense of identity” on campus. 

• Enhances GW’s ongoing sustainability efforts by employing smart growth and transit-
oriented development principles and committing to LEED Silver (or higher) 
construction for all new major construction projects.

• The Historic Preservation Plan preserves individual buildings and collections of 
buildings of historical and architectural significance while maintaining the diverse scale 
and unique character of the Foggy Bottom Campus, including landmark designation of 
six buildings and, through a partnership with DC’s Office of Planning, created the 
George Washington University/Old West End Historic District.

• Transitioning use of buildings outside GW’s Campus Plan boundaries to uses other 
than undergraduate housing – including the sale of Hall on Virginia Avenue, One 
Washington Circle Hotel, and The Aston.

• Implementation of a vehicle parking policy for 1st and 2nd year students that prohibits 
them from bringing and parking vehicles in the neighborhood (other than in 
exceptional/extreme circumstances.
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5Projects Resulting from 
2007 Plan
New Construction for Learning & Living

The 2007 Foggy Bottom Campus Plan has enabled GW to 
significantly expand its academic and student housing space 
requirements within its existing campus boundaries while 
dramatically modernizing the campus:

1. Milken Institute School of Public Health (Square 39) Construction 
began Winter 2012 | Opened Spring 2014 | LEED Platinum

2a. The Avenue / 2200 Pennsylvania (Square 54): Construction began 
May 2008; Opened Spring 2011; LEED Silver

2b. South Hall (Square 80): Construction began Fall 2007; Opened Fall 
2009; LEED Gold

3. Science & Engineering Hall  (Square 55): Construction began Summer 
2011; Opened Spring 2015; LEED Silver.

4. District House (Square 77):   Construction began Summer 2013; 
Opened Fall 2016; LEED Gold

5. The George Washington University Museum & Textile Museum 
(Square102B): Construction began 2012; Opened Spring 2015; LEED 
Gold

6. Law Learning Center & Garage (Square 103): Construction began Fall 
2011; Opened Fall 2013; LEED Silver

7. 2112 Pennsylvania Avenue (Square 75): Construction began Summer 
2015; Opened fall 2018; LEED Gold

8. 2100 Penn (Square 75): Construction began: Spring 2019; Opened 
2023; LEED Gold



Relationship to Strategic Framework
An avenue to advance many goals in GW’s new Strategic Framework

STRATEGIC FRAMEWORK
Bringing the Strategic Plan’s Thematic Focus Areas to Life.

Advancing Impactful Knowledge Production 

through Interdisciplinary Excellence

Priority 1:
Generate Scholarship with 

Impact

Priority 2:
Prepare Students to Be 

Strong and Resilient Leaders

Priority 3:
Strengthen Our Foundation 

for Excellence



The Plan Considers All GW Campuses & Their Uses
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The Plan Will Explore GW’s Relationships within the City
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The Plan Will Engage GW’s Neighbors

WHITE HOUSE

TREASURYEISENHOWER 
EXECUTIVE 
BUILDING

SMITHSONIAN

NAT’L MUSEUMS 
ARCHIVE

NAT’L PORTRAIT 
GALLERY

K St NW

I St NW

H St NW

G St NW

F St NW

E St NW

E St NW

2
3

rd
 S

t N
W

2
1

st
 S

t N
W

1
9

th
 S

t N
W

9

WEST END

FOGGY 
BOTTOM

DOWNTOWN



Phase 1
Discovery & Analysis
(inform)

Phase 2
Framework Development
(engage)

Phase 3
Plan Development
(analyze)

External Engagement Process & Timeline

Phase 4
Plan Adoption
(action)

2025 2026

Government 
Stakeholders

Foggy Bottom 
Community 
Stakeholders

Business & Civic 
Partners
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We are here!

Summer Fall SpringWinter Summer



Next Steps
We're just getting started, and we want and need you involved

We will work to establish several formats to create a 
meaningful dialogue with you.

Visit campusplan.gwu.edu to learn more and 
provide feedback throughout the process.


